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Perkins draws attention to his treatment of the hair, saying
that, "though the ancient sculptors were unrivalled in their
treatment of hair in the abstract, no sculptor, ancient or
modern, ever surpassed Donatello in giving it all its qualities
of growth and waywardness." 50

To compare Donatello with his great successor Michel-
angelo is absurd. Donatello's fame is that of the leader, ot
the man who revolutionised sculpture and taught all who
came after him what Art's true aim should be, and no ex-
cellences in Michelangelo, or any other successor, can touch
the point on which Donatello's fame rests,

San Marco not only possessed learned men among its com-
munity, and a Prior who was beloved by all who knew him,
but also numbered among its members the greatest painter
of the day, Fra Angelico/'1 His earlier paintings are to be seen
at Cortona, but in 1437 he began his painting at Florence,
being at Cosimo's instance set to work, as soon as any por-
tions of the new monastery were sufficiently far advanced
for the purpose, to decorate the walls of the chapter-house,
cloisters, and corridors with his frescoes. Amongst these the
large fresco in the chapter-house representing The Cruci-
fixion (with the saints of the New Testament on one side and
the prominent saints of the Middle Ages on the other) was
specially ordered by Cosimo, who "gave much helpful advice
in regard to the details." It was one of the first of Fra An-
gelico's frescoes painted in San Marco. Cosimo also made
Fra Angelico paint, in the cell which he kept for himself,
a fresco picture of the Adoration of the Magi, "desiring to
have this example of Eastern kings laying down their crowns
at the manger of Bethlehem always before his eyes as a re-
minder for his own guidance as a ruler."

From time to time we meet with a master who, having
made some line in Art specially his own, and perfected it to
such a point that it is felt that no further advance in that
line is possible to man, remains for all time its solitary ex-